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Youth exchange “Ecological Orientation of Young People: Five Elements”
(Minsk, Belarus)
Practical Information
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Dear Participant, 

We would like to invite you to an
Youth exchange  ‘Ecological Orientation of Young People: Five Elements’
Date:

Arrive on Sat 12th October before 18.00 and depart on Fri 18th October 2013 in the morning.
Venue:
Hostel Trinity, Minsk, Belarus 
Address:
 Starovilenskaya 12 Street, Minsk (улица Старовиленская, 12)
This youth exchange is an opportunity to find out more about Youth work, eco-friendly lifestyle, learn about partnership with Belarusian organisations, and opportunity available.  

There will be participants attending from the Belarus, Czech Republic, United Kingdom, Turkey, Ukraine and Armenia, so it is a good opportunity to meet other people who are working in the same area or establish new contacts. 

All food and accommodation will be covered.  Travel expenses will be covered by 70%.
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Project's Description
Youth Exchange aims at sharing experience among affluent and non-EU countries in the sphere of sufficient usage of power and water resources and decrease of household waste formation. 
The main goal is popularization of ecologically friendly way of life and principles of ecologically sustainable development through personal examples and practical actions.
The idea is to show that “ecologically friendly” stays far away from “unattainable” and to show youth people that observation of even simple actions in everyday life helps to recover the Planet’s resources.

 The youth exchange will take place at 12-18th October 2013 in Minsk (Belarus) and will bring together 30 young people, interested in ecology and being eco-friendly, both from EU countries (Czech Republic, UK, Turkey) and Eastern Europe countries (Belarus, Armenia, Ukraine).
The main idea and aim of the youth exchange is to understand, discuss, share opinion and experience and find out methods and create new ones of being eco-friendly in daily life. During the youth exchange will be used non-formal methods such as outdoor activities, debates, discussions, sharing experience, creative sessions, YiA possibilities, innovative presentations, team-building activities, energizers, ice-breakers, "getting to know each other" tools, brainstorms, individual/pair/group work, inspirational visit, feedback and reflection sessions.  Group work to engage participants offering the opportunity to obtain a possible upgrade of their abilities and knowledge, share experiences, and therefore contribute for creating new methods.
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The host organisation
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Belarusian Youth Public Union “New Faces” (Belarus) 

    BYPU "New Faces" is based on the democratic principals of openness, tolerance and equality, uses innovative ways of work and methodology of non-formal education, and promotes formation of an active civil position of young people in Belarus. 
The BYPU "New Faces" aims at supporting youth initiatives in the area of culture, education, information, environment, as well as at assisting the development of democratic youth movement in Belarus.
                     Description of the Partners
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Občanské sdružení Mladí zelení (Czech Republic)
Young Greens, an independent civic association, was founded in 2002. Young Greens focus on environmental protection, sustainable development, human rights, globalization and solidarity. They are members of the Federation of Young European Greens; organize seminars, round tables, screenings of documents and international exchange events which are focused on these issue. They currently have active local branches in Prague, Brno and Usti nad Labem.  
[image: image11.jpg]


   
GENCLIK ORGANIZASYONLARI DERNEGI (Turkey)
   The program of the Association is based on several goals that concern young people: our main aim is  to carry out programs and coordinate implementation of various projects in the youth field aimed at developing new areas of youth movement and support of youth innovation and creative initiatives, etc., establish a mechanism for the development of the youth movement in Turkey in the process of democratization of civil society. Also: 

• To promote the values of non formal education, voluntarism, active citizenship and democracy in order to create a better future for the European Youth.

• To promote human rights, solidarity and respect for the different.

• To educate and train the youth on social, economic and politic themes.

• To contributing to the development of education, to encourage mutual understanding and respect and to promote social responsibility of young people providing information, resources and other conditions for the development of different areas of the youth movement, particularly in the social sphere.
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“Kremenchuk informative-elucidative center “European Club” (Ukraine)
Mission of the organization is to form society based on European democratic values. Main fields in which they work are education (promotion of European democratic values), culture and ecology. KIEC “European Club” is organizing trainings, seminars, conferences, debates, discussions, photo exhibitions, cinema evenings, presentations, summer schools etc. Because of living in industrial city problem of saving clean environment is very actual. 
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The ASHA Foundation (United Kingdom)
    The ASHA Foundation is a UK charity working for the empowerment of young people, sustainable development and peace & reconciliation worldwide. The ASHA Centre is a hub of intercultural activities, hosting a range of educational, performing arts and environment-based programmes throughout the year.  The Centre, located in the beautiful Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire,  is a major provider of the EU’s Youth in Action programme, which is administered for the UK by the British Council.
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International Center for Intercultural Research, Learning  and Dialogue (Armenia)
The aims of ICIRLD are:

1.Comparative research and presentation of national peculiarities of different nations

2.Promotion of intercultural, inter-religious and inter-civilization dialogue

3.Conflict Resolution and establishment of Culture of Peace in the World

4.Consolidation of the potential of representatives of different cultures for solution of global problems

The activities of ICIRLD are: 
A. Youth Exchanges, EVS Projects, Seminars and Trainings in the Framework of the Youth in Action Programme of EC;  

B. Long-term and short – term Training Courses on Various aspects of Intercultural Communication/Learning and International Youth Work for young people, youth workers, students locally, nationally and internationally; 

C. Networking and co-operation with non-governmental, governmental and international structures in Armenia, in Caucasian region and international; 

D. Research and Publication.
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Language
   The training programme will be conducted in English
The Venue
Minsk is the capital of Belarus and the biggest city in Belarus with 1,8 million inhabitants. Minsk is mentioned in script the first time about year 1067, which means that Minsk is older than European cities like Moscow and Stockholm. Big parts of Minsk were destroyed in the Second World War and were rebuilt during the Soviet time. This means that Minsk has a lot of nice soviet-time architecture and city planning. 
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 You will be staying in the very heart of Minsk.  Trinity hostel is situated in the picturesque and historical place of Belorussian capital – in the Trinity Suburb. Trinity Suburb is a piece of ancient Minsk with lots of restaurants, museums and souvenir stores.
It takes 5 minutes to reach the hostel from central Underground stations Kupalouskaya (Kupalauskaya), Nemiga (Nyamiga), Oktyabrskaya ( Kastrychnickaya). 
You will live in rooms for 4, 6 or 8 people. Mini kitchen, volleyball ground, ground for big-time tennis is outside the hostel. Also free WI-FI. 
                                   Food
The food will be provided at the venue. Mainly it will consist of traditional Belarusian cuisine. 
                       Schedule and Outline
Arrival on: 12th of October before 18.00.  

Departure on: 18th of October in the morning (before 12.00). 
                                 Travel 
Airport 

Minsk 1 airport is an airport located within the city limits of Minsk, Belarus, just a few kilometres south from the centre. It takes about 10 minutes by car or bus to reach the airport from the city centre. But it is more of a local airport for domestic flights.

Minsk International-2, (Belarusian: Нацыянальны аэрапорт Мiнск, [natsɨjaˈnalʲnɨ aeraˈport mʲinsk]; Russian:Национальный аэропорт Минск), former name Minsk-2 (not to be confused with Minsk-1 Airport in Minsk down town), is the main international airport in Belarus, located 42 km (26 mi) to the east of the capital Minsk.
From Minsk International 2, you could get a bus that runs into the centre of Minsk for a fair or get a taxi which is also waiting outside the airport. The organisers of the training will help to plan your travel form the airport to the project’s venue as soon as you send them all your travel details. 
Train and coach stations 
The central train and coach stations are located closer to each other and directly near the underground (metro) station – Ploshcha Lenina. 

Minsk Metro (underground) 
The Minsk metro consist of just two lines but a third line is planned. Metro is often the most convenient way to travel if one is there is a station close to the destination. The two lines meet at the Oktybarskaya and Kupalovskaya stations. The underground is closed during the night.

None of the lines does split up so it's easy really easy to travel with the Minsk metro. The only tricky thing is that the station names are in Belarusian but are often called by their Russian names. Often the Russian and Belarusian names are similar, but not always.

Ticket price for the metro is always the same no matter how far you go (1700 BYR ATM, approx. 20 Euro cent). When entering the metro system one has to pay with a token or a magnetic card. These will be bought in the station building, right after the entrance. There are separate entrances and exits.

Taxi

There are many taxi services in Minsk. The prices: boarding – around 10000-20000 BYR, transit - around 5000-10 000 BYR per kilometre. The taxi has to use a taximeter but sometimes they don’t do it. If you need a receipt it’s better to say about before you start to move. Phone numbers for taxi services: 007, 135, 155, 156 and others.  
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Buses and trams

If you plan to go with the buses or trams the best thing is to get a recent city map with a public transport scheme or find it on the web-site - http://minsktrans.by/city/#minsk/bus Tickets are bought in advance at special ticket stands. Tickets are for one journey only, and should be stamped with the red buttons that buses and trams are equipped with. If necessary it’s possible to buy tickets from the driver, but that is both inconvenient and more expensive that getting tickets in advance. Ticket controls are common. 
In any case we will help you with all public transport and taxi. 

Travel Costs
	Promoter
	From
	To
	Means of transport
	Total costs

(100% for 1 participant in EUR)
	70% for 1 participant in EUR

	Belarusian Youth Public Union “New Faces”
	Minsk
	Minsk
	Bus, metro
	10
	7

	Občanské sdružení Mladí zelení
	Prague, Czech republic
	Minsk
	Bus, train
	265
	185,5

	GENCLIK ORGANIZASYONLARI DERNEGI
	Mugla, Turkey
	Minsk
	Bus, plane
	550
	385

	“Kremenchuk informative-elucidative center “European Club”
	Kremenchuk, Ukraine
	Minsk
	Bus, train
	97,5

	68,25


	The ASHA Foundation
	Mitcheldean, UK
	Minsk
	Bus, plane, train
	337,5
	236,25

	International Center for Intercultural Research, Learning  and Dialogue
	Yerevan, Armenia
	Minsk
	Bus, plane, train
	500
	350


! NOTE: Please note that all receipts and tickets are to be kept and handed in upon your arrival, including your boarding passes. Unfortunately without those receipts we will be unable to reimburse you for your travel. On your way please keep receipts as well and post them to us upon your return. 
                                  Visa
Ukrainians don’t need visa for traveling in Belarus. We even can travel there with our national passport. 
Participation fee
20 € per person.
Health Insurance
As a rule you will be required to obtain medical insurance prior to entering Belarus. Please check the http://mfa.gov.by/en/ for additional information or web-sites of Belarusian Embassy in your country. 
Weather in October
The month of October is characterized by rapidly falling daily high temperatures, with daily highs decreasing from 14°C to 7°C over the course of the month, exceeding 18°C or dropping below 3°C only one day in ten. 
Daily High and Low Temperature in October
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The daily average low (blue) and high (red) temperature with percentile bands (inner band from 25th to 75th percentile, outer band from 10th to 90th percentile). 

 Daily low temperatures range from 0°C to 5°C, falling below -4°C or exceeding 9°C only one day in ten.
Preparation
We kindly ask to bring information and materials about the organisation, i.e. photos and reports from former projects and further material, which will help to present the organisation to the other participants. 
Furthermore, we kindly ask all participants to bring some national drink, snacks and music from their home countries, as a contribution to the intercultural evenings.
Please bring with you your own towels.
Practicalities
The national currency of Belarus is Belarusian Rubles (BYR). You will be able to exchange Euros and majority of other currencies in Belarusian banks and special kiosks (but it’s better for participants from UK, Turkey and Armenia to change your currency in Euro and Dollars in your country and then you can easily exchange Euro or Dollars in Minsk). The rates can vary accordingly to banks. You will also be able to withdraw money from your Visa/Master card at local cash points. Ukrainians can easy to change hryvnas in Minsk.
The average rates are: 
	Currency                         National Bank of Belarus 
http://www.nbrb.by/engl


	

	Euro                                11910

	Dollar                              8920

	

	

	


